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possession, where it yet remains as an interesting autograph,
to that of 'Abd-Allah; with whom it would inevitably have
proved the one only thing wanting, as we shall subsequently
see, to make us leave the forfeit of our lives in the Nejdean
man-trap.

Before evening three men knocked at our door; they were
our future guides. The eldest bore the name of Mubarek, and
was a native of the suburbs of Bereydah; all three were of the
genuine Kaseem breed, darker and lower in stature than the
inhabitants of Ha'yel, but not ill-looking, and extremely affable
in their demeanour. Mubarek told us that their departure from
Ha'yel had been at first fixed for the morrow, or the yth of the
month, but that owing to some delay on the part of their com-
panions, for the band was a large one, it had been subsequently
put off to the 8th or the day after. Such procrastinations are
of continual occurrence in the East, where the mode of travel-
ling renders them unavoidable, and one must be prepared for
them and take them as they come, under penalty of making
oneself ridiculous by unavailing impatience. We now struck a
bargain with Mubarek for the hire of two of his camels to bear
ourselves and our chattels; the price was almost ridiculously
small, even after making allowance for the comparatively high
value of money in these inland regions j and we were glad to
see that the polite and chatty manners of our new guides pro-
mised us an agreeable journey.

We had soon made all necessary arrangements for our
departure, got in a few scattered debts, packed up our pharma-
copoeia, and nothing now remained but the pleasurable pain of
farewells. They were many and mutually sincere. Meta'ab
had indeed made his a few days before, when he, a second
time, left Ha'yel for the pastures; Telal we had already taken
leave of, but there remained his younger brother Mohammed to
give us a hearty adieu of good augury. Most of my old ac-
quaintance or patients, Pohey5 the merchant, Mohammed the
judge, Doheym and his family, not forgetting our earliest friend
Seyf the chamberlain, Sa'eed the cavalry officer, and others of
the court, freemen and slaves, white or black (for negroes
readily follow the direction indicated by their masters, and are
not ungrateful if kindly treated while kept in their due posi-
tion), and many others of whose names Homer would have
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